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We are really moving into the season proper. The Arthur Montford Masters Night, the opening social 

event of the year, was a huge success thanks to the compere, Alasdair Brown. The knockout 

tournaments are well underway and our team of professionals are busy giving lessons and fitting clubs. 

 

Our first Open event of the year, the Edward Trophy, was played at Gailes on a wild and windy day. In an 

exciting play-off Connor Wilson of Castle Park was victorious at the fourth extra hole against Chris 

Conroy of Paisley. It is perhaps a shame that more spectators were not out to see some great golf. The 

players were enthusiastic about the changes made to the course and praised both the course and their 

welcome in the Clubhouse. 

 

The junior season is getting well underway and it was great to see so many members of the team giving 

up their time to play against the juniors. Afraid the Juniors were just too good and had a great victory. 

With quality like this we might even have a future Edward Trophy winner in our ranks. Our first team 

match of the year is at home on Wednesday 8 May against Kirkintilloch. A fine evening usually attracts a 

friendly social crowd round the tree and support from members is much appreciated. 

 

As most of you will be aware, Oscar Wild, who has served us well for the last 10 years has taken early 

retirement. Oscar was one of the most reliable people that I have worked with both as House Convener 

and Captain. Probably due to his Royal Navy background he had organisational skills that were second 

to none. Many thanks to all those who have donated to his retirement present which will be presented to 

him at a farewell dinner later this month. We will really miss him and wish him well in his retirement. 

 

At last we should soon be seeing activity around the rebuild. The temporary clubhouse after further 

planning delays is now scheduled for the end of June/early July. Within the next couple of months, it is 

hoped that the temporary roof on the main clubhouse will be removed, the internal structures cleared out 

and a new roof fitted. The plan will then be to replace the windows making it wind and watertight and 

allowing the contractors to get on with the refurbishment. A fuller update will no doubt come from our 

hardworking sub-committee. 

 

As you are probably aware, we have had the theft of clubs from outside the marquee. This is simply a 

reflection of the difficulty of keeping track of the increased traffic in and out of the club associated with the 

rebuilding. These numbers will certainly increase even further as reconstruction gets underway and so 

not just thinking of theft but also third-party liability, I have for the first time purchased golf insurance. 

Leaflets are available in the Professional’s Shop which gives a significant discount. 

 

Back on the course, Ladies Day, despite some pretty miserable weather was a great success. The 

organisation was superb - thanks to John and Kirsty for their input and to Dinky and Guy for their usual 

help. A popular win for Roger and Lindsay McLean and on Roger’s birthday too! The marquee again 

proved its worth with everyone in one location enjoying one of the best buffets I can remember. There 

may be a lesson for us in designing the new clubhouse? A superb social event. 

 

Finally, I am looking forward to our great team foursomes and social event the Stewart Cup starting on 

13th May. If you haven’t yet entered, you better hurry.  

 

Best wishes to everyone for a great season. 

 

Alan G Wade 

Captain 

 

 

 


