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Date of Visit: 6th June 2018 

Visit Objective: To review the early summer condition of the Killermont Course, take 
objective measurements of greens performance and confirm maintenance 
operations. 

Present: Chris Spencer – General Manager 
 Stuart Taylor – Course Manager 
 Richard Windows – STRI Ltd 

Weather:  Warm, sunny and dry. 

Headlines 

• The course was in superb condition with high standards of turf and playing quality. 
• There are few parkland private members clubs in better current condition than Killermont. 
• The attitude and commitment to further improve and invest in the course from staff and Club is superb. 
• All performance parameters were being met to the greens with a single cut. 
• Surface firmness was excellent, but care should be taken to avoid the surfaces becoming too hard. 
• Despite the dry weather, ongoing investment into drainage is essential for year-round play. 
• Tree management continues to be implemented with good success. 

 
Key Actions 
• Monitor soil moisture and initiate a programme of hand watering to optimise delivery of irrigation. 
• Use the hand-held applicator to deliver targeted wetting agent to dry areas of greens. 
• Implement bent overseeding to greens in August & September. 
• If the surfaces become hydrophobic, resort to a rectification wetting agent, e.g. Aqueduct. 
• Maintain surface refinement operations at the current level as they are delivering results.  
• Plan to pipe drain 8G & 16G this winter. 
• Wider pipe drainage work is required to 3, 4, 6, 8 & 13 with sand slitting to 13 & 18. 
• Intensify thatch removal operations combined with localised drainage into semi rough. 
• Consider architectural input to field development to optimise the quality of the potential offering.  
• Keep some penetrant wetting agent (e.g. Despatch) in stock for drain lines when rain is forecast. 
• Sustain monthly programme of Primo growth regulator to fairways and localised areas of semi rough. 
• Consider the potential to explore installation of engineered bunker lining systems. 

 

Objective Measurements 

Measurement Average Target Range 
Soil Moisture (%) 16.8% (range 13-23%) 15-30% 
Hardness (Gravities) 127 Gravities (range 115-140g) 90-130 g 
Smoothness (mm/m) 20.3 mm/m <25 mm/m 
Trueness (mm/m)  5.5 mm/m <8 mm/m 
Green Speed 8 ft 8 in 8 ft 6 in - 10 ft 0 in 

Key: In Target Marginal Variance Out of Target 
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Photo Observations and Comments 

 

 

 
Figure 1: The general presentation of Killermont was 
excellent. The recent period of dry weather allows the 
standards of routine presentation to be fully appreciated.   

 Figure 2: The greens were performing excellent following a 
single cut and all performance parameters were attained.  

 

 

 
Figure 3: The bent dominant sward was finely textured and 
well refined resulting in target ball roll qualities to be 
achieved. Annual meadow-grass seeding was relatively 
minimal but ongoing bent seeding is needed to the swards. 

 Figure 4: Localised dry patch was evident to most of greens 
and will be addressed by hand watering and targeted wetting 
agent. These areas were very hard with Clegg values over 150 
gravities. 

 

 

 
Figure 5: The drain lines were showing to several greens but 
most obviously to 9G. Localised irrigation should keep these 
areas appropriately hydrated. 

 Figure 6: The dry weather has caused the pipe drainage lines 
to show up and brown off across the fairways which is 
inevitable, but it does highlight the level of investment the 
Club has made into drainage over recent years. 
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Photo Observations and Comments (continued) 
   

Figure 7: Fairway presentation was excellent but despite the 
dry spell of weather, it is important to not forget the need for 
constant investment into drainage installation and upgrade. 
Areas such as the 13th landing zone is a specific area requiring 
action this winter. 

 Figure 8: The new rubberised pathway by the 1st tee and from 
3G to 4T is an excellent investment.  
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Recommendations 

Greens 

• It is important to state, the greens maintenance programme is well considered, sustainable and 
accurately executed and delivers good quality surfaces on a consistent basis.  There is no reason for 
change but with legislative changes in pesticide availability means there are some issues that require 
revision.   

• To reduce disease pressure from fusarium patch, two amendments to the programme is required as 
follows: 
o To keep the surfaces dry, reduce dew formation and subsequent disease pressure try a couple of 

different dew dispersant products such as Magnum Recoil, Headland DewCure, ICL DewSmart of 
Rigby Taylor Dew Reducer.  These should be applied every 2-3 weeks from September to Christmas.  

o Implement a programme of phosphite in with the liquid feeding programme during the late summer 
through to November. Monthly applications will be ideal. 

o Use iron sulphate at the very first signs of disease activity to check the disease.  
o The preventative fungicide programme is working well and should be continued with two 

applications during the September to December period. 
• Overseeding remains an important task to the greens using bent during July to September.  To achieve 

this a more dynamic approach involving: 
o Picking off individual greens one or two at a time during August to October. 
o Increasing the intensity of work to weaker greens (e.g. 1, 4, 8 etc.).  These should be treated 2-3 

times. 
o To limit disruption further, there is the potential to implement this work to sections of greens and 

therefore keep the pin away from the treated areas until they recover.  
• The 1.0 l/ha rate of Primo is working well and should be sustained. 
• Nutrient inputs to the greens are delivering healthy growth without flushes and therefore maintaining 

good performance.  
• Pipe drainage will be required to 8G and 16G.   

Fairways 

• Keep some Despatch wetting agent in stock to apply to droughted drain lines just before rain is forecast 
to help moisture penetration and turf recovery.  

Semi-Rough 

• The programme of spoon tining and Verti-draining into the semi-rough is an excellent one and should be 
continued.  

Drainage 

• Several pipe drainage projects remain on the agenda including 3, 4, 6, 8 & 13.  
• In addition, a programme of complementary sand slitting is required to several areas to accelerate surface 

water removal to the pipe drainage.  Examples include 13 & 18. 

Bunkers 

• To optimise the consistency, performance and presentation of the bunkers, consideration to the 
installation of modern engineered lining systems such as Capillary Concrete, Bunker Billy etc. should be 
given.  
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Signed 
 

 

Richard Windows BSc (Hons), MBPR 
Agronomy Service Manager 
Official Agronomist to the R&A Championship Committee 
t: +44 (0)7968 263204 
e: richard.windows@strigroup.com 
www.strigroup.com  
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Objective Data 

 
Objective Data Graph 1: Average soil moisture was 16.8% and all greens were in or just below target. To deliver moisture accurately 
to the greens, hand watering should be the main form of delivery in combination with the use of wetting agent tablets. 
 

 
Objective Data Graph 2: Average firmness was 127 gravities and all greens were in target and providing enjoyably challenging 
surfaces. Care should be taken to avoid the greens becoming too hard and 1G was too hard and in need of irrigation to soften 
slightly.   
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Objective Data (continued) 

 
Objective Data Graph 3: Average smoothness was very good and all in the desired target with excellent consistency between greens. 
 

 
Objective Data Graph 4: Average trueness was in target due to the good texture of the turf.  
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Objective Data (continued) 

 
Objective Data Graph 5: Average green speeds were 8 ft 8 in. As with smoothness, values will easily increase in response to 
additional refinement.   


