
 
GAILES LINKS COURSE UPDATE 

 

FAIRWAYS 
 

Council asked STRI to visit to provide advice on the condition of the fairways at Gailes 

Links. We are not alone in suffering from drought damage with STRI reporting damage on 

courses throughout the UK from Royal St George’s in the south to Nairn in the north. 

 

STRI confirmed that the correct remedial actions have been taken to date and asked only that 

the fairways are sanded to improve the consistency of the surfaces. 

 

The fairways and the rough have recently been over seeded and they now need heat to allow 

the seed to germinate and the fresh grass that grew as a result of the autumn over seeding to 

grow further. We need the ground temperature to exceed 7 degrees celsius for germination 

and growth. Other than a short spell in February the air temperature has struggled to exceed 

this level. The forecast for the second half of this month is more encouraging although it is 

likely to be dry. If this is indeed the case the fairways will be watered overnight. Council are 

still pursuing a secondary water supply to augment the existing supply. Regrettably 

discussions with Scottish Water are taking longer than expected however we hope to have a 

resolution in the next month. 

 

WASTE AREA 8-10 
 

Following consultation with STRI and having regard to the medium term weather forecast it 

has been decided that hydro seeding is not the appropriate solution to wind blow. The waste 

area between 8 and 10 will be seeded immediately and again in the autumn as required. 

Chestnut fencing will be erected in the waste area with work commencing week beginning 

8th April. Rough grasses will also be planted in selected areas to further prevent wind blow. 

The waste area between 3 and 4 has been seeded once again. It is anticipated that all waste 

areas will remain in play. Relief will only be granted should the fences interfere with play but 

they are expected to be placed well off the playing line. 

 

BUNKERS 

 

A full bunker audit will take place at the start of June with a view to producing a repair and 

alteration programme for the next two winters. John Greaves will be involved in this exercise. 

It is anticipated that the outcome of this exercise will be published in mid July following 

costing and ratification by council. Any dangerous access points to bunkers reported by 

members will be repaired as required.  

 

New bunker sand has been installed in the left hand practice bunker. Members are 

encouraged to trial this sand and provide council with feedback. 

 



CLUBHOUSE ENVIRONS 
 

A contractor is shortly to be appointed to resurface the first section of the entrance road and 

the stone mid section of the car park. The car park will be relined. The wooden kerbs 

bordering the paths around the clubhouse and the first tee will be replaced with stone kerbs. 

The contractor has also been asked to cost work to tarmac sections of the course road where it 

crosses the 4th, 7th, 12th and 13th holes. The white posts around the putting green and the 

clubhouse will be replaced. Steelwork for the new buggy shed will shortly be erected. Clearly 

with all this work going on there will be some disruption and members are asked for patience 

and understanding during this period. 

 

The STRI update will be available on the website on receipt. 

 

Christopher Spencer 

General Manager 

5th April 2019 


