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What a relief to get started into the golfing season proper with the announcement of the various knockout 

competitions. 

 

Many thanks to all those who turned out for the Captains Challenge day. I certainly enjoyed myself and I 

hope everyone else did also. Congratulations must go to winners Alasdair Sloan and Past Captain Ian 

Strathdee. The result was met with huge acclaim by the company present – Ian apparently played “a 

blinder”.  

 

The tremendous atmosphere in the marquee goes to show that it is the members and not the buildings 

that are the essential of Glasgow Golf Club. Nevertheless, it will be good to at last get into our temporary 

clubhouse accommodation preparations for which can be seen to the right of the 17th fairway. I am told 

that it should all be in place towards the end of May or early June. 

 

I had the pleasure recently of playing with John Hodgkinson, a chess enthusiast. He would be keen to 

contact any other members with a similar interest. Perhaps even set up a GGC chess club? This led me 

to think that the club would benefit from setting up other social activities. We already have bridge but what 

about walking, cycling, music, a book club, an angling section, a history society or whatever? Anyone with 

an interest please let me know. 

 

The sub-committee supervising the planning of the clubhouse rebuilding have been working extremely 

hard with assistance from the Members Advisory Board (a group of volunteers with experience in this 

area). They are hopeful that a final agreement can be reached with our insurers which will give us a 

clearer idea of what can be achieved at the rebuilding. Once we are clear of the way ahead an information 

meeting for members will be held to bring them up to speed about the proposed plans and the likely 

financial implications for the club.  

 

We also have our problems at Gailes. The ravages of last summer’s drought combined with the major 

reconstruction work undertaken over the winter have left Gailes in poorer condition than I can remember. 

However, the council is determined to put remedial measures into place as quickly as possible with 

funding being available where needed. The principal areas being affected by sand blow between holes 8 

and 10 and 3 and 4 will be hydro seeded by a contractor following remodelling by Brian and his team. The 

fairways will be reseeded in this month and again in the autumn and the semi-rough appropriately seeded 

and fertilised to bring it back to full condition. I expect the greens and aprons to be up to their traditional 

high standards in the next month or so. A full bunker programme will be instituted next winter and in the 

meantime a trial of different sand will be carried out at the practice hole. The car park and clubhouse 

surrounds are currently being refurbished with the more major work being put out for tender. 

Improvements in the course can already be seen following the simple tidying up measures regularly 

undertaken each spring. 

 

But neither the condition of the course nor the truly awful weather conditions experienced towards the end 

of the round put off the Gailes aficionados Bill McMahon and Tom McGill. They combined seamlessly with 

the Moreland brothers to win the opening shot gun. Well done. Again, the convivial atmosphere enjoyed 



by all over the excellent lunch provided by Fergus and his staff was a real pleasure. Shot gun 

competitions at Gailes have a special ambience all their own and are superbly supported. This is why we 

have added an extra one to the calendar for this season. 

 

Wishing all our members a season of good golfing weather which will allow us to enjoy being members of 

our great golf club. 

 

Dr Alan G Wade 

Captain 

 

 

 

 


