
JUNIOR AUTUMN NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2016 

Welcome to my Autumn newsletter.  

The Junior Section continues to grow and we are now fully subscribed, in fact we are a couple over 

our 70. At last year’s AGM, Council’s proposal to reduce the entry age to 10 was overwhelmingly 

carried and it is great to now see many of those younger players at the coaching and on the course. 

It’s amazing to see just how quickly their games are progressing and thanks are due to John and all 

his staff for their efforts, not only in teaching them how to swing the golf club, but also in ensuring 

that they have a good understanding of course etiquette.  

Team Matches 

After topping Division Two League last year, the team finished in third position this year. Promotion 

and relegation is over a two-year cycle and with a 19-point total the team is promoted to Division 

One for 2017. 

The Marley (handicap) League continues to have difficulties with many clubs having problems 

fielding teams. Hardly surprising when you consider that clubs like Hayston and Kirkintilloch have 

only 10 juniors. Nonetheless I hope the competition will run again next year as it does give the 

higher handicap players and the younger age group an opportunity to experience “Team Golf”. 

Gray/Lockhart Trophy 

Our match for the Gray/Lockhart Trophy against Royal Burgess was played in Edinburgh on Sunday 

9th October.  In a tightly fought contest the result was a draw 2-2 with Burgess, as the holder 

retaining the trophy. 

 

 

Turnberry 

Unfortunately, some dreadful storms on the day we were due to play Turnberry resulted in our 

match having to be re-arranged and it will now be played on Sunday 13th November.  This is the final 

Junior match of 2016 and any boys interested in playing in this should let me or Captain Kitson know. 

 

  



Andy Kellock Cup 

This was played at Milngavie and after an heroic effort we were pipped for first place by Hilton Park.  

Captain 

My thanks to our first Junior Captain, William Prentice, for all his work throughout the year!  William 

having left school is now at St Andrews University; we wish him well in his studies. Taking over is 

Andrew Kitson and his Vice Captain is Matthew Robertson. 

 

Junior/Tennant Room 

I am pleased to report that this room has been well used and thanks are due to Oscar and his staff 

for providing a first class food and beverage service, much appreciated by the boys. The 

“Champions” and Captains’ boards now feature prominently and should be an inspiration to future 

generations.  

  



Competitions 

Congratulations to Harry Ross the winner of the Browning Trophy, our scratch club champion and to 

the runner up, Matthew Robertson.  The handicap championship was won by Ewan Docherty with 

the runner up being Murray McVicar.   The Junior handicap prize, played over three medals in May 

was won by Stuart Tosh. 

                        

At this point it would be appropriate to mention that it is imperative that entrants for the knock out 

stages of the Browning and Handicap should not put their names forward unless they are available 

(should they make the final) to play their final on the club’s FINALS DAY. This day is noted in the 

fixture card and the Junior Finals, along with the Finals of the other club competitions is hosted by 

the Captain. It’s a great day with all competitors enjoying lunch with the Captain after play.  

Drop in Coaching Sessions 

These will continue during the winter, but at the Driving Range. Information re these will be sent out 

from the Pro Shop. 

Convenor 

I joined council three years ago and in my first year Captain Ross asked me to assist the then Junior 

Convenor, Alistair Gracie. The first year was a matter of getting to know as many of the Juniors as I 

could which I did, through attending team matches, the welcoming buffet and some coaching 

sessions. 

With Alastair moving to Gailes as convenor, I then took over and in the past two years I have 

thoroughly enjoyed my time and believe the section has grown and become stronger with new 

initiatives proposed not only by me but also by John Greaves and Stuart Taylor. Some to mention are 

having a Junior Captain, a short “Red Course” for our youngest players, the 6-hole course in the field, 

the introduction of the Senior V Junior match, and, not forgetting a “Pool Table” for those rainy days 

when golf isn’t possible and, as previously mentioned, the Captain and Winners board. 

 



 

 

However, it is now time for me to stand down and in so doing wish the very best to whoever follows. 

If there is a member who would like to know more about what is involved, please feel free to 

contact me (0141 942 9038), Suzanne in the General Manager’s office or indeed the Captain or his 

Vice. 

 

David Horner 

Junior Convenor 

October 2016 


