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End of Season Round Up! 

 

It’s been quite a hectic but very rewarding end to the season for our junior section who displayed 

quite ruthless qualities in seeing off Hilton Park Golf club, their nearest contenders, to capture the JJ 

McCarry league for the first time in the Club’s history and with room to spare. 

 

Congratulations and a big thank you to all the boys who were involved in the team over the season. 

From the evidence it appears our junior section is not only the strongest in number terms but the 

commitment from John and the Professional team involved with the coaching are providing a 

support structure that is not so evident at other clubs. In a wider context this year has highlighted a 

number of puzzles to solve if Scottish Golf is to appeal and increase junior participation generally. 

 

Junior Section 2018 

 

The development this year of some of our juniors has been very encouraging and handicaps have 

been reducing, in some instances quite dramatically. Matthew Robertson, our Vice Captain, has 

been asked to represent Glasgow county several times and some of our mid handicappers are now 

into single figures with strong indications that a few now have ‘the bit between the teeth’ in their 

focus for further improvement. The current compliment of juniors is now at 75. 

 

Junior Captain 2018 

 

To allow Matthew Robertson to concentrate on his external golf commitments, Andrew Kitson has 

agreed to do a second term as Captain and Brodie Wells has been promoted to the role of Vice 

Captain for 2018. 

 

JJ Mcarry – League Decider versus Hilton Park Golf Club – 5th September 2017 @ 

Killermont 

 

Match Result – Glasgow 4 Hilton Park GC 2 

 

With home advantage in our favour the team ran amok with convincing victories for Brodie Wells, 

Andrew Kitson and Callum Docherty. A close fought encounter involving Lachlan Reynolds, a 

member of both clubs, twisted the knife by clinching the vital league point on the last green in the 

top match. 

 

This is the first win for Glasgow Golf Club in the JJ McCarry league since its inception in 1954. 

 

Ten different players turned out for the team with ages ranging from 12-17: 

 

Andrew Kitson   Callum Docherty 

Matthew Robertson   Ewan Docherty 

Brodie Wells    Hal Sarafilovic 

Lachlan Reynolds   Finlay Speirs 

Cameron Cairns   Jack Murphy 

Charlie Greaves 

  



It is rare that a player emerges from an entire campaign without a loss but our Junior Captain 

managed this feat whilst leading and juggling on all fronts. Caps doffed to Andrew Kitson for his 

overall leadership finishing second in the overall individual JJ McCarry points table.  From time 

spent golfing with Kitson Snr. there are many of us at the club who remain confounded as to where 

Andrew has inherited these skills from …  

 

           
      Junior Captain Andrew Kitson                       Lachlan Reynolds lines up the winning putt               

      playing a solid knockdown shot                                         against Hilton Park 

   

Junior Medals 

 

Despite the grey, wet, windy ‘summer weather’, we have had a reasonable turnout for medals 

played on a Sunday after 1.30pm. Typically around 12-16 juniors are taking part on a regular basis 

and we are keen to increase this. Medals run throughout the season on a Sunday. 

 

Winter Golf 2017-18 

 

There are moves to encourage a roll up each week, earmarked for Saturday lunchtimes at 

Killermont throughout the winter period. Any junior who is interested to join the group should 

contact Andrew Kitson, Brodie Wells or the Proshop for more details. 

 

Easter Camp 2018  

 

The 2017 Easter training camp proved very popular with the juniors and the Proshop will look to 

run it again in April next year. Reminder emails will be circulated to all junior members nearer the 

time. 

  



Outside Junior Competitions  

 

During the winter months Captain Andrew Kitson and Vice-Captain Brodie Wells will be reviewing 

the open competitions available for juniors to play and will draw up a list of events to integrate with 

the inter club events and monthly medals.  

 

We are encouraging the juniors to ‘play away from home’ to expand their exposure to competitive 

golf. More to follow early next year. 

 

Housekeeping  

 

Administering of scorecards (stroke play & stableford), course awareness and pace of play remain 

the main issues for the Professional staff and Junior Manager to wrestle with over the winter period. 

Whilst there are many in our midst with access to premium education it seems that attention to 

detail, recording and adding is not a trait the millennials do well…. More to follow on this one but 

be assured we will get there! 

 

On a positive note it is fair to point out our troops are very well martialled by Andrew Kitson and 

current Vice captain Matthew Robertson who have created a good team spirit amongst the ranks.    

 

Andy Kellock Cup, Friday 4
th

 July, Kirkintilloch Golf Club 

 

Glasgow fielded a strong team for this six  player event, with 4 scores from 6 counting and on a 

tricky course a few were caught off guard and our team finished slightly off the pace 4 strokes 

behind Bearsden the eventual winners. 

 

Special mention however must go to Jack Murphy, who, despite a 4 putt aberration on the last 

green, managed to score a gross 6 over par which set the tone for his remaining season and saw a 

handicap reduction from 16 to 9. With two more years left to go as a junior Jack could be one of our 

key figures in next years’ team. 

                    
     Vice Captain Brodie Wells in action         &       Callum Docherty unleashing a drive 



Junior Team v Royal Burgess (Gray Lockhart Trophy) 28
th

 August 2017 

 

The annual ‘friendly’ match versus Burgess took place at Killermont, which saw a 10 strong junior 

team take on their Edinburgh counterparts with a classic east v west rivalry.  The result proved 

almost an embarrassment for the host club as our visitors were annihilated.  

With a few changes to the team, the winning mindset appears to be working its magic through the 

ranks of captain Kitson’s recruits. Winning can be addictive and the eagerness of our younger 

members like Charlie Greaves and Findlay Speirs, snapping at the heels of our older heads, is 

bringing a bit of depth to affairs and bodes well for the future. 

 

 

Junior Team with the Gray Lockhart Trophy pictured with Iain Lockhart 

Junior Team Match v Turnberry – Glasgow Gailes, 08
th

 October 2017 

 

This friendly match was initially intended as a 10 aside but unfortunately Turnberry could not 

manage the required number and Hilton Park were invited to join in the day bringing their own 4 

players.  Irony was all around as Hilton Park, having gate-crashed the party, then ran off with the 

spoils and as hosts we even took them home on the minibus! It proved to be a great day out and an 

opportunity to see how our juniors fared from the white tees over a blustery links with no margin 

for error. Whilst it’s fair to report that the gorse and railway line saw a fair amount of active service 

the overall scoring was very good and Glasgow, fielding two teams of four, all four counting, 

recorded 110 and 115 points, losing out to 125 points from Hilton Park. 

 

It was evident from the jolly boy banter and the few tired faces on the mini bus journey home that a 

fun day was had by all involved and a special thank you to the Gailes staff for putting on a splendid 

lunch and dinner for our Juniors.  

 

As an aside and a note to parents ….. On the food front there appears to be dissent in the ranks to 

the Manager’s recommended high fibre, high protein diet. Overlooked in favour of cheese and 

chicken burgers, perhaps this is adversely contributing to their ability to mark score cards correctly. 

The Manager may concede the diet restrictions in exchange for correctly marked score cards. One 

suspects this may focus the minds and bellies of our junior section. More again to follow on this 

recurring theme!  



Marley League – Under 16 

 

 
Jack Murphy lines up a putt under the watchful eye of Charlie Greaves 

 

The Marley matches have proved very popular and are providing a good setting for juniors from 

other clubs to integrate. 

 

The Marley league is a stableford for under 16’s, played on a Sunday afternoon and is rotated over 

each course represented. Our opponents in the league are Clydebank & District, Douglas Park, 

Hilton Park and Bearsden, each team fields 4 players and the best 3 scores are aggregated on the 

day. The round robin format involves each club taking a day to host a leg of the event.  

 

Glasgow finished 3
rd

 overall but were only 6 points off the top in the 3 stableford scores from 4 

format over 4 legs. (Clydebank & District, Hilton Park, Douglas Park and Bearsden Golf Club). 

Bearsden won the league with one leg over Killermont amassing 133 points which included an 

individual 50 points!!!! We scored 109 that day. Mentions to Charlie Greaves who amassed 43 

points at Hilton, Calum Woolard 43 points at Bearsden, Matthew Provan 40 points at Clydebank 

and Brodie Wells 40 points at Bearsden. 

 

Without wishing to sound like a churlish loser, some of the scoring witnessed in the Marley 

matches may have been arithmetical delusions, a feat some of the younger players at other clubs 

appeared quite competent at. What’s clear is that the youngsters coming into the game today need 

more help and preparation with the etiquette and vagaries of the game. What we are witnessing is 

perhaps a consequence of the withered structure for juniors within other clubs. It is evident this is an 

area the whole of golf needs to take more responsibility for. 

 

Going forward …. 2017-18 

 

More coaching sessions are earmarked during the winter months with John Greaves and his team 

scheduling some Friday evenings at Bearsden driving range at Kilmardinny.  Anyone interested 

should keep in contact with Andrew, Brodie or John for dates. 

 



We are looking at the feasibility for some organised trips to Gailes next year to give the juniors 

more exposure to what some of us might call ‘proper golf’ (ok so the Manager hasn’t scored in a 

medal round at Killermont since circa 1993). 

 

It is recognised that more time is required on course with the juniors to flush out some time 

management and social media issues. Inroads are being made on this but at times it has felt like 

going over the top at the Somme. 

 

Glasgow Golf Club continue to set the benchmark for the other clubs in the wider Glasgow area and 

thanks are extended for the selfless commitment from John Greaves and his team, their input has 

been significant to the success of the junior section. From what we can ascertain so far is that the 

core group are gelling well and providing a strong platform for future development. 

 

We are keen to involve as many boys as possible and provide them with opportunities to play in the 

team and experience competitive play. All parents are urged again to consider the coaching 

programmes that are set up every Friday throughout the season.  

 

On a personal note, this year has been very rewarding watching the juniors playing and we are all 

looking forward to capitalising on this years’ success and encourage more youngsters to join in. 

And finally …… in the manner of a late great champion, Seve Ballesteros, the cry from me would  

have to be …..  

 

Bien hecho a los Campeones 2017! Hasta pronto! 

 

Keith J Macnair - Junior Manager 

 

 
Teams enjoying Dinner after the Royal Burgess Match at Killermont 


