
  Captain’s Newsletter 
Welcome to the late Spring newsletter.  Golf over the Winter months has been enjoyed by 

more than usual due to the relatively clement weather.  Rainfall at both courses has been 

considerably lower than in recent years. Both courses have received nothing but praise from 

visitors and members alike. 

Killermont House 

Members may have noticed a man with a theodolite wandering round the building.  We are 

looking to provide a detailed picture of the building both externally and internally that can be 

used by an architect to suggest possible alterations.  We are not just looking at changing room 

configurations to improve utilisation, we have an opportunity to employ our assets more 

effectively and significantly increase our financial returns.  Within the next few months it is 

hoped that detailed drawings will be available for council to review.  Thereafter the drawings 

will be exhibited to all members for comment and hopefully approval.  The remit provided to 

the architect is to generate increased income from our assets, cash, paintings and clubs.  A 

continuous increased income stream will help to minimise subscription increases and assist in 

maintaining and, hopefully, increasing membership levels. 

The ‘tie optional’ Saturday night dining has proved to be popular with members. The 

numbers are better than other Saturdays in the month.  For those not up to date, every second 

Saturday in the month the dress code for gentlemen diners has been relaxed.  Ties are 

optional and jackets can be removed when in the clubhouse.  

 

Killermont Course 

 

A dry period at the start of the year had the course running fast and true.  Showers in April 

and some torrential rain in early May have helped growth on the fairways and tees. 

 

 
John Greaves and Roger McLean clearing the course for the Stewart Cup Final  



Gailes House 

We are going through a similar exercise at Gailes to create detailed plans of the building and 

surrounding area.  This will be available to the architect to assist in proposals to possibly 

reposition the professional shop and improve our entrance.  Improvements that should lead to 

increased visitor income and a more impressive access to the clubhouse. 

 

Gailes Course 

The change to the course with continued reduction in gorse and trees has been welcome by 

almost 100% of members and visitors.  There is not a single change made to the course that 

has not been at the club’s instigation, the R & A have had no influence on any of our 

decisions. 

We now have the bones of an ongoing restoration plan that will be used to assist in our 

marketing of visitor tee times. It should be published later in the year and will be available on 

the website.  It is a restoration programme that will continue the theme established in recent 

years.  The plans will, of course, be presented to members for comment.  

 

The first major Open competition of the year, the Edward Trophy was played in difficult 

conditions.  All entrants enthused about how well the course was playing and how good the 

new look was.  Matthew Clark emerged victorious with two terrific rounds in very testing 

conditions.  He may well be the one to beat in the Tennant Cup – he is the defending 

champion for the tournament. 

 

 
Matt Clark of Kilmacolm – Winner of the Edward Trophy 2017 

 

Gailes 125
th

 Anniversary 

Just a reminder, as this is the 125
th

 year since the opening of Gailes, the July medal on 

Saturday 15
th

 will be the Gailes 125
th

 Anniversary Medal.  Specially commissioned gold 

medals will be presented in each class, scratch, first, second and third.  Entries should be 

made early and there will be a barbecue running throughout the day. More details will be 

available on the website prior to the competition date.  



Competitions 
 
All club competitions have been very well attended with some worthy winners.  The Stewart 

Cup was played in excellent weather from Monday to Friday but the final on the Saturday 

was close to being postponed.  A break in the weather and help from John Greaves and his 

intrepid assistant allowed the match to proceed.  In the final Alan and Fraser Macmillan were 

playing against Iain Allan and Ronnie Caldwell.  Alan and Fraser won to become only the 

second father and son team to do so.  Congratulations to them and commiserations to the Iain 

and Ronnie.  Once again, it was a very good week at the Club. 

 

 
Alan and Fraser Macmillan – Stewart Cup 2017 Winners 

 

Open Membership 

A sub-committee has been formed to look at our membership policy.  It is chaired by Vice 

Captain, David Sifton with John Anderson, Iain Barclay, Neil MacRae and Alasdair Sloan 

sitting.  The aim of the sub-committee is to asses all the pros and cons of having an open 

membership.  Many clubs have simply changed their policy to comply with what is perceived 

as politically correct nowadays. These clubs have, however, seen no change to their 

membership profile and appear unlikely to do so in the near or medium future.  The sub-

committee is looking to report to Council before the end of our summer.   

 

 

 

  



General Manager 

 

Most members will be aware of the departure of our General Manager, John Caven. This is 

unfortunate for the club but a terrific opportunity for John.  He was approached about a 

vacancy in a golf club in Toronto, Canada and offered a package that was too good to refuse. 

He leaves at the end of July with our best wishes for a successful future. 

 

Finally, I hope every member has a very good Spring and Summer on both courses. 

 

Ken Mactaggart 

Captain 

May 2017 

 

  

 

 

 

 


