
JUNIOR AUTUMN NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2015 

Welcome to my newsletter rounding off what, until last month, was a pretty wet summer!! 

 

JJ McCarry League 

 

We enjoyed success in the JJ McCarry league winning the 2
nd

 Division and setting ourselves 

up for promotion to Division 1 in 2016. The victory brings with it the Bishopbriggs Trophy 

which is presented to the team at the Donald Cameron League Dinner which will be held at 

Hayston Golf Club on Friday 5
th

 February 2016. 

 

I will contact all participating players before the end of the year and I hope some of you will 

be able to join our successful Senior Team who will be collecting the Campsie Trophy.  

We played four Marley handicap team matches which, were a great success offering as they 

do, higher handicap players a chance to compete on a level playing field. 

 

 
 

Two, friendly inter club matches took place in September, the first against Royal Burgess at 

Killermont for the Gray/Lockhart trophy and then against Turnberry at Gailes Links. The 

club hired a mini bus to transport the boys to the Gailes match and by all accounts this 

worked very well. 

 

My thanks to John Greaves and his staff for putting on the various coaching courses. It is 

indeed encouraging that the week long course featured 20 attendees. Thanks also to Graham 

and Blair for organising the day trip to the “Open” 

 

  



Senior v Junior Match 

 

This was a match I was keen to promote as it brings together both sets of players in a friendly 

but nevertheless, competitive way. My appreciation to all who took part and I hope that the 

Juniors were able to learn a thing or two about course management, etiquette  and the skills 

that are required to reduce handicaps. Next year I plan to bring the date forward to the end of 

April with a view to it being a “warm up” for both the Senior and Junior Team Matches.  

 

 
 

Andy Kellock Cup 

 

We again put a team in for this competition held at Windyhill and we finished a creditable 

4
th

. 

 

Individuals 

 

Congratulations in the Scottish Boys’ Open Strokeplay Championship go to Aran Sinclair 

and Kyle Reid who both put in great performances finishing 11
th

 and 14
th

 with Kyle winning 

the under 16 section. Kyle also made the quarter finals of the St. Andrews Boys only losing 

out to the eventual winner. A good year all round for Kyle as he also won our Junior Club 

Championship. Callum Burns and Kyle Reid represented Scotland against England in the 

under 16’s International. 

 

Well done to William Prentice who, with a gross score of 72 at Sandyhills won the qualifying 

section of the European Junior Masters. He now goes through to the finals to be played in 

Spain later in the year.  



          
 

Handicaps 

  

I would urge anyone without a current handicap to play for one. All that is required is that 

you submit three 18-hole cards which should be signed by a responsible person acceptable to 

the Match & Handicap Secretary.  (In practical terms ask the Pro, or me if in doubt) Juniors 

justifying a handicap of 28 or less will have their handicap controlled and adjusted in 

accordance with the stipulations contained in the current CONGU regulations. Handicaps in 

the range 29 to 54 may be allotted as club handicaps. 

 

Medals 

 

It has been agreed that for 2016 players with a handicap of 18 or less will play from the 

medal tees. Over 18 will play from the Blues. 

 

Captain/Vice Captain 

 

Juniors have been a part of our club only in recent years and, during this time any fears that 

some members may have had about the potential for bad behaviour have been dispelled. Our 

Juniors have been a credit to the club and now is the time to recognise this section by having 

a Captain and Vice. Council has embraced this proposal and the first Captain will be 

announced in the next few weeks. The intention is to have a Captains Board in the Tennant 

Room. 

 

Junior Club Champions 

 

We have some very good young players and in the future I am sure we will have many more. 

Just as it is for the Senior’s, recognition of a player’s prowess at the game is something that 

should be visible and so council have agreed to also have Junior Club and Handicap 

Champion’s boards placed in the Tennant Room.   

 

  



 

Tennant/Junior Room 

 

Last year council agreed that the Tennant Room would double up as a Junior Room and I 

would encourage Junior’s to use this space which has Sky TV. We are also looking at a pool 

table, for those wet days when play is not possible. Could I remind everyone that food and 

refreshments are available by using the phone on the wall.  

 

I am very appreciative of council’s approval, to effectively give over a room for the exclusive 

use of juniors and so I am keen that it is used to the full, so please, unless you need to, enjoy 

downstairs and leave the Spike Bar to the “oldies”. 

 

Four ball Competition 

 

Our match against Turnberry was a four ball and was a great way getting players to mix. If I 

can get support, I plan to introduce a new competition in 2016. Details to follow.  

 

Proposed changes for the AGM 

 

The Junior Section continues to grow, hardly surprising given our two wonderful courses, a 

lovely clubhouse and great coaching.  Thanks are due to Stuart Taylor and his excellent green 

keeping staff for the superb condition of Killermont all year.  Before the end of the year the 

Club will have its Annual General Meeting at which Council will propose reducing the age of 

entry for juniors to 10 years. 

I am conscious that some members may have some reservations about a reduction in age, 

however it must be the way forward for Glasgow to compete with other clubs, where 

sometimes the age of entry is even less.  We should lay the foundations for a strong and 

vibrant Junior Section where loyalties start and remain at Glasgow.  

Of course it is also important that members concerns are addressed and so, over the summer 

months, much discussion has taken place between the Professional and me. It is proposed that 

a number of initiatives are introduced next year designed to ensure that our youngsters enjoy 

learning the game both in terms of play and etiquette. 

Prior to any formal application for membership boys will be invited along to an informal 

meeting to meet the Junior Convener/Junior Captain. The idea will be for us to learn 

something of the candidates’ golfing background (if any) meet his parent(s), let him see the 

facilities and for us to inform him about the clubs history and ethos. 

Council, the Professional and I are all of one mind in that we want the boys to have fun but at 

the same time our course must be respected. We therefore plan to do the following: 

For beginners a short course has been laid out over the first 8 holes. These holes are between 

100 and 200 yards long and the teeing areas will be identified by red plates. All new members 

will be assessed by the Professional and will fall into one of the following categories. 

  



 

1. Boys joining with a CONGU handicap can play the course unaccompanied by an 

adult 

2. Boys joining with no handicap will be invited to play 3/5 holes with one of the 

professionals. Any issues with playability or etiquette will be addressed at this time. 

3. Youngsters will start by playing the short course, always accompanied by an adult, or 

a senior junior. Initially they will not be permitted to play out of bunkers, training on 

this aspect of the game being undertaken at the practice green beside the shop. When 

deemed competent enough by the Professional they will be allowed to play out of 

bunkers with a maximum of two shots. A maximum of 4 putts on any green will be 

the rule.   

4. Youngsters will be given every encouragement to attend coaching so that they can 

quickly reach a standard where they can be allowed to play the course without adult 

company. However, there needs to be some kind of test as to when this standard is 

reached. The test will take the form of a medal on the short course over the first 8 

holes where they will be expected to record a score not exceeding 48. When they can 

do that the Pro will issue a certificate of competence. 

5. All new members, regardless of age will be supplied with a booklet covering the basic 

rules and etiquette. These will cover repairing pitch marks (not just their own!!) 

replacing divots (not just their own!!) raking bunkers and importantly letting adults 

play through. 

6. Stuart Taylor will lay out three holes in the practice field which will offer another 

option for youngsters, perhaps some of whom will not be old enough to join the club 

but where their Fathers or Grandfathers can introduce them to this wonderful game. 

The above measures and the careful monitoring by the Professional, and indeed members, 

who will undoubtedly report any problems will ensure we have, what Killermont needs, boys, 

joining from a young age who learn the game here and who go on to be valuable full 

members in the future.  

If members have any suggestions, or concerns with the new proposals please feel free to raise 

these with me or the General Manager and we would be happy to meet and discuss.  

Finally 
 

The maximum number for Juniors has been raised to 70 and we have a few places (not many) 

to fill. If you know of anyone who might be interested in joining please let Suzanne or me 

know.  By the way thanks Suzanne for all your help this year. 

 

 

 

David Horner 

Junior Convener 

 

 
 

 

 

 


