
 

CAPTAIN’S NEWSLETTER 

AUGUST 2016 
 

Dear Member 

 

Welcome to a Summer update on events at The Club 

 

GOLF 

 

The courses at both Killermont and Gailes have been in excellent condition, especially given some 

of the challenging weather conditions experienced.  We have had praise indeed from The R&A 

Championship Committee and Scottish Golf on the way we have helped The Open Qualifying and 

Scottish Seniors become very successful events.  A word of thanks must go to both Brian Dickson 

and Stuart Taylor and their staff at both courses.  Keep up the good work. 

 

On the Club front, Member Ronnie Clark made a brave bid to retain his Scottish Seniors title, losing 

out to Stephen East of Moortown. Indeed he had the title in his grasp with only a few holes to play. 

 

Graeme Gorrie won the Gailes Links Strokeplay with a score of 143 – a very good score playing 

from the black tees.  Graeme also had an excellent total of 131 in the Club Championship 

Qualifying at Killermont, winning the Ian Sloan Rosebowl. 

 

 
 



John Laurie had an excellent win at the Elderslie Trophy and young Matthew Robertson achieved a 

runner-up spot in the Moray Open. 

 

                                            
 

2017 we will be our last year of hosting Open Qualifying at Gailes with Renaissance GC, through 

in the East taking on the privilege. The R&A like to share things around which I think is a good 

policy.  The work put in by Alastair Gracie & Roger McLean for Open Qualifying and manning the 

10
th

 hole at The Open (without incident) cannot be underestimated.  Thank you to both and also to 

all who helped on these occasions in raising the profile of the Club. 

 

KILLERMONT HOUSE 

 

The major talking point has been relaxing the “jacket & tie” rule in the members’ bar. As you can 

imagine, this has divided opinion and raised very useful input from both sides. The matter will be 

reviewed again in the near future by Council.  

 

A review is taking place of usage of all public rooms and will merit much further discussion. 

The Clubhouse provides very good value for Saturday Dining and I would encourage members to 

make use of this facility. 

 

With the help of Club Archivist, Nevin McGhee, the Club has recently purchased a painting of 

“Glasgow from the Green”, which is now displayed in the Members’ Lounge 

 

KILLERMONT COURSE 

 

This has been in great condition all year and has received justifiable praise all round. The feedback 

from Members, their guests and competitors from both the Scottish Seniors and The Tennant Cup 

has been excellent and we should all take pride in the Killermont Course. 

 

GAILES HOUSE 

 

There is not much change to report here apart from ongoing repairs, etc. 

Fergus and his staff continue to produce very good service and should be praised for their work in 

what has been a busy Summer with visitor numbers up. 

 

 



GAILES COURSE 

 

This is in fine condition thanks to Brian Dickson and his team. 

 

Further work will take place with heather and gorse management in an ongoing programme. The 2
nd

 

& 3
rd

 will be the main focus this winter. 

 

The practice ground suffered severe flooding during Winter and Spring and we are meeting with 

consultants to try to rectify the problem. We will also be upgrading the practice ground this Winter 

and meetings are taking place with designers and engineers. 

 

TEAM MATCHES 

 

The Donald Cameron team finished 2
nd

 in their division and have won promotion to Division 1 – 

very well done. The Club also reached the semi finals of the Donald Cameron foursomes at 

Hayston. 

 

In the JJ McCarry Junior League we managed 7 points from a possible 15 and, added to our 12 

points from last season, may see us promoted.  Sadly, the Marley League, a handicap based event, is 

in severe jeopardy due to other clubs having a very limited junior membership – less than 10 in 

some cases. This league is currently under review.  The Juniors came second in the Andy Kellock 

Cup held at Milngavie on 4 August. 

 

JUNIORS 

 

Membership has now reached our maximum number of 70 and I have been very impressed by the 

quality of the young applicants. This bodes well for the future of our Club.  Thanks must go to our 

Junior Captain, William Prentice, and Vice-Captain Andrew Kitson for their help during the season. 

 

A hearty vote of thanks must also go to David Horner for his unstinting work for the Senior and 

Junior teams. David has plans for retirement from this role at the end of the year and a suitable 

replacement will have a hard act to follow. Volunteers for the position will be most welcome. 

 

John Greaves is arranging Friday drop in sessions, £5 each session, from the beginning of 

September, details from the Proshop.  John also arranged a successful visit to The Open 

Championship at Royal Troon. Thanks to John and all his staff for their work with the Juniors and 

their excellent service to Club Members. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

We must remember that recruitment of new Members is the life blood of the Club and I 

would encourage Members to introduce suitable candidates. 

 

MARKETING/VISITOR NUMBERS 

 



Visitor numbers are up by almost 10% from last year and this is encouraging.  We received 

excellent coverage in the media with “Monty” playing and qualifying in The Open Qualifying at 

Gailes.  We are also holding a Tour Operators day in September to help promote the Club. 

 

MATCH & HANDICAP 

 

Very many thanks to Hamish Macfarlane and John Forgie for their sterling work during the season. 

I am sure that Ewan Duncan (Dinky) and Andrew Mcgarvie will become worthy successors.  

 

CAPTAIN’S COMMITTEE 

 

This Committee now consists of the Captain, Vice Captain, Immediate Past Captain, Jim 

Roulston(Social), Hamish MacFarlane(M&H), John Forgie(Match), Ewan Duncan(M&H), Andrew 

McGarvie (Match) and David Horner(Teams).  After adjusting to the new structure we have finally 

formed agreement on the specific role of the Captain’s Committee.  Responsibilities now include all 

golfing, social and M&H matters.  Thanks to IPC David Donaldson for his input on this. 

 

SOCIAL 

 

A Gin Tasting evening and a BBQ were held recently and proved to be very successful. 

Thank you to Jim Roulston for organising these events with further events to come in the autumn. 

Details will be posted on the Club website. 

 

FINALLY… 

 

Club Championship – Congratulations to Jonathan King on winning a fifth Championship, 

defeating Graham Belch in the final.  Congratulations to David Donaldson on retaining the Seniors 

Championship, defeating Randolph Laing in the final. 

       
The Captain’s team also managed third place in the Bobby Jones Putter! 

 

GOOD LUCK & BEST WISHES FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE GOLF SEASON. 


