
CAPTAIN’S NEWSLETTER SPRING 2016 
 

Dear Members 
 

Welcome to the Spring Newsletter. Not quite the seven pages of IPC Donaldson but, 

hopefully informative nevertheless. 

 

NEW CLUB MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE 
 

The new structure has been in place for some 3 months and is bedding in well. Some minor 

adjustments will be needed but that is to be expected. 

 

The new Council comprises: Allan Brodie – Captain, Clive Miquel – Chairman, Gordon 

Thomson – Finance, Robert Gray – Greens, David Newton – House and John Caven – 

General Manager. 

 

 
 

 

Our new General Manager, John Caven, is coping well with the new structure and the 

demands of a new environment. I think these changes to our governance have been essential 

in moving the Club forward in a manner which addresses an outlook over the next five years. 

 



MEMBERSHIP  
 

These are difficult times for all clubs with the now familiar facts of falling membership 

numbers, ageing membership, no entrance fees, etc. The 2016 membership renewal has been 

disappointing with the resultant financial input and as a result, the new Council has formed a 

membership sub-committee to address all aspects of our concerns. 

 

It is important that the Council understands the wishes and needs of the membership. Later in 

the month, a questionnaire will be sent out to all members asking for your views on the 

facilities that the Club offers you. It is envisaged that there will be a further questionnaire 

sent out later in the year to ask members their views on improvements to certain facilities and 

additional facilities that they would like to see at the Club in order that we can continue to 

maintain our standards and progress the development of the Club over the next five years. 

 

I would encourage members to respond to these questionnaires as it provides Council with a 

clearer understanding of Members’ wishes. 

 

We also welcome Members’ contribution in bringing in new Members and, hopefully, we can 

spread the word about the excellent facilities we have to offer at Killermont and Gailes. 

 

KILLERMONT HOUSE 
 

John Williamson continues to offer excellent value in the Dining Room and may I remind 

members that we take bookings for private functions and parties. Sunday Carvery’s are 

popular and also offer some appeasement to Members’ wives/partners. 

 

General maintenance work has been carried out and the ladies’ facilities have been enhanced. 

The main lounge has seen some refurbishment with “the waltzers” being replaced with more 

appropriate seating. 

 

The Tennant Room has been made more Junior friendly and now has a pool table and 

Honours Board recognising our younger members and should make this area more attractive 

and functional, for all Members, not just the Juniors. 

 

KILLERMONT COURSE 
 

Rainfall has been a major factor this winter with record figures and the course closed on 

numerous occasions. Drainage work over the past years has seen the course dry out more 

readily and made it more playable for 12 months of the year. Hopefully the rainfall figures 

are not a sign of things to come. As I write in mid March the course is drying out with signs 

of growth during a drier spell of weather. 

 



Congratulations to Stuart Taylor and his staff. Stuart was presented with a new set of irons 

for 25 years’ service with the Club, with nine of his previous Greens Conveners, Council 

Members and the Arborist attending the presentation. Stuart’s contribution over the last 25 

years and his still apparent appetite to continually look for ways to improve Killermont are 

much appreciated. 

 

 
 

 

GAILES HOUSE 
 

Apart from some minor maintenance projects in the clubhouse there is little to report on that 

front.   Fergus and his staff provide a very friendly and excellent service and are to be 

congratulated on the quality of food and puddings on match days (school dinners again!!). 

 

GAILES LINKS 
 

There has been extensive work this winter on gorse removal and heather management. Brian 

and his team are to be congratulated on jobs well done and delivered on time. Perhaps the 

course is now a couple of shots easier but it will make it more playable than before for the 

average Member. Quicker rounds and the ability to find the ball make for more enjoyable 

golf. 

 

The quality work on the course, including tee renovation and pathways, will continue in a 

programme over the next five years. Upgrading of the practice ground and drainage issues are 

uppermost on the agenda of Council at the moment and will be reported on at a later date. 

 



MATCH & HANDICAP 
 

Competitions have been well subscribed over the early weeks of the season and the pace of 

play has improved. 

 

Euan Duncan (Dinky) has recovered well from serious illness over the Christmas period and 

will take over from Hamish Macfarlane next year.  

 

John Forgie also retires at the end of this year and Andrew McGarvie will take over a 

position he held at Milngavie GC for a number of years. 

 

Things start to get busy from now on and Hamish and his team will have extra help from 

member volunteers on match/medal days. Thank you to all who are giving up their time to 

help. 

 

Hamish does a power of work over the year and is to be congratulated on his sterling effort to 

please “all of the people all of the time” 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
 

The two events held so far, Christine Bovill and Aphrodites have been well supported and 

enjoyed by all who attended. 

 

Further events, including Steve Pert and Rab Noakes, along with the Summer BBQ are 

scheduled for later in the year. Thanks to Jim Roulston for his enthusiasm and ideas. 

 

Finally, as a member benefit, we will be starting Wednesday and Thursday lunches for 

wives/partners of Members. This will be for an initial trial period of 2 months and we hope 

that this will not only bring in revenue to an under-used facility but be an enjoyable 

experience for the Ladies. 

 

Have an enjoyable golfing year. Play well. 

 

Allan Brodie 

Captain 
 

April 2016 

 

 


