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Dear Fellow Members 

 

The 2015 Season is now heading for Autumn and I wanted to update you all on several 

important issues affecting the Club. 

 

NEW STRUCTURE 

 

You will all be aware that Council‟s nomination for the first Chairman Elect of the new 

Council of the Club is Clive Miquel.  I am delighted that Clive has agreed to put his name 

forward which I hope will be ratified at the Annual General Meeting on Saturday 6
th

 

December, I‟m sure that Clive will work closely with John Caven, General Manager to 

successfully implement the new structure and take our Club forward. 

 

KILLERMONT HOUSE 

 

Killermont has been busy over the summer months with a couple of minor staff changes. 

 

Paper towels have been provided in the changing room and ground floor toilets as a back-up 

should the hand towels run out.  It would be appreciated if the paper towels could be put in 

the separate bin from the hand towels. 

 

Saturday Night Dinners are still great value and hard to beat in Glasgow for the standard of 

food and price. If you have never dined before you should consider making a booking. I 

would also remind members that the clubhouse is available for private functions of anything 

from 10 up to 70 people in number. 

 

After the success of the previous Couples Dinner‟s at the Club featuring Christine Bovill we 

have another Dinner on Saturday 31
st
 October with the sensational Steve Pert performing his 

selection of „swing‟ songs.  As before the cost will be £80.00 per couple with a glass of 

sparkling wine on arrival at 7pm. Dinner will be called at 7.30pm consisting of 3 course meal 

with coffee and tablet to be served in the Dining Room plus live entertainment. Tickets will 

go on sale from the Main Bar on Friday 25
th

 September and should sell quickly. 

 

As always my thanks go to Oscar, Fiona and the staff for looking after us. 

 

KILLERMONT COURSE 

 

Despite the disappointing weather conditions that have prevailed thus far, the Killermont 

Course is considered to be in excellent condition, both from playability and an aesthetic 

perspective. The investment in major drainage works and the ongoing programme of 

maintenance have made a significant impact in this regard. 

 

The greens in particular, are considered to be in good condition, with a range of 

complimentary remarks being received from members, visitors and during the recent 

visitation by the Sports Turf Research Institute Agronomist.  

 



CAPTAIN’S NEWSLETTER - EDITION NUMBER THREE 

SEPTEMBER 2015 
 

At the recent Member Guest Day the Course was presented to a very high standard despite 

the recent wet weather.  Many positive comments were received from members and their 

guests alike. 

 

Considerable credit requires to be given to our Course Manager and his dedicated team for 

their continued efforts in preparing the course. 

 

GAILES LINKS 

 

The climatic conditions this year have been challenging for all courses in the West of 

Scotland, with Gailes Links being no exception. The wettest July on record has made for 

thickened rough, which has subsequently created an extremely challenging course, which we 

are in the process of addressing. As I write this newsletter we have been investigating our 

options to thin out the rough and where possible extend the first cut of rough. This may only 

have a brief effect on the 2015 Season, however if we can source the correct machinery and 

implement best practice then we will be in a position to avoid a repeat in the seasons ahead. 

  

Brian Dickson and his team continue to work hard to present a top class course all year 

round, not only for big events, but in recent weeks were challenged when it was discovered 

that there was a phosphate deficiency affecting the greens. Thankfully they are now on the 

way to recovery albeit it cannot be satisfactorily resolved overnight. 

 

The Club has received a letter from R &A thanking and congratulating us for organising 

everything and presenting a true test of golf for Final Open Qualifying. In particular Stuart 

Allison has asked a special thank you be given to all the volunteers who helped make the 

event a great success (in eyes of players and R & A). I would also like to thank all those 

members who volunteered to help make the day a very good advert for the Club. While the 

weather was not as good as last year the course was in magnificent condition and was 

complimented on by players and R & A Officials alike.  The leading score was 4 under par 

and the 3 professionals on 2 under par had a sudden death play-off for 2 places. My thanks go 

to Brian Dickson and his staff, to John Greaves and his staff and finally to Fergus McAinsh 

and his staff for all their help in making the day such a success and a great advert for Gailes 

Links. My thanks also go to Alastair Gracie, the Gailes Convener, who most diligently 

prepared for the day and who made sure that we had sufficient volunteers to ensure all went 

well on the day. 

 

WORK TO BE CARRIED OUT AROUND THE REAR OF THE 4
TH

 GREEN 

 

The previously advertised works around the 4th green and 5th tee areas will be starting w/c 7
th

 

September to take away the existing mound behind the 4
th

 green and replace it with a series 

of lower and smaller mounds at different distances from the green which will continue all 

round the rear of the green to the 5
th

 Tee. It is hoped to keep disruption of play to a minimum but 

on occasion it may be necessary to play to a forward green for H&S reasons. As I have stated 

before, we are planning as part of the Winter Programme, further gorse removal and heather 

management. The next phase will involve gorse removal at 11th and 12th holes which will also start 

shortly and again members are asked for their forbearance during the works. 
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A Members' Meeting is planned for Wednesday 16th September starting at 18:00hrs in the 

Gailes Clubhouse. The purpose is to allow members to ask questions of the Captain & 

Council and allow Council to present their vision and plans for the course at a time when the 

Club is undergoing a change in governance. As well as short term initiatives there will also 

be discussion on longer term and inspirational projects. It is hoped there will be a good 

turnout of members and, if possible, we will get a true representation of the membership on 

the night.  
 

Finally, my thanks go to Fergus and his Team who continue to look after the needs of 

members and visitors alike. 

GAILES LINKS WINTER PROGRAMME 

 

After comments from some members I can confirm that it is intended that a few fairways, 

namely 2, 5, 9, 14 & 17 will be subject to selective fairway protection next winter but only in 

selected areas where the balls consistently gather.  

 

GAILES LINKS TEE-OFF TIMES – MEMBERS’ BOOKING SYSTEM 
 

We need to ensure that as a Members‟ Club, times are available for our members and, with 

effect from 1
st
 October; we intend to introduce an extended online system.  This will allow 

members to see exactly when, out with protected times, there are available slots.  Members 

will be able to book a tee time at Gailes up to 5 days in advance through the link on the 

website. Those members who have used this system to book winter weekend tee-times will 

be familiar with the system and how to book.  Those that are not should register through the 

website – instructions will be sent to members by email and will also be available on the 

website. 

MATCH AND HANDICAP 

 

Although the weather has not been the best this year, all competitions have been played 

without any having to be cancelled. We did have a little bit of excitement during the 

Killermont July Medal when a sudden cloudburst followed by a clap of thunder had the 

Starter stop play with the horn and remove all players from the course. Within an hour the 

greens had soaked up the puddles and play was able to resume.  

 

Gailes has been especially unkind for those intrepid souls brave enough to venture out for the 

August Wednesday Medal. Again the Standard Scratch was up at 75 which reflected the 

weather and difficulty of the course. 

 

All Club Matches have been well supported with a ballot being necessary for the Turnberry 

and St Andrews games. We played Turnberry in their final Club Match before the Ailsa 

course closes for serious renovation works.  Unfortunately we were beaten 5-1.  The final 

Club Match was against The New Club of St Andrews on 30
th

 August at the Castle Course, St 

Andrews.  The result was a 5.5-2.5 win for the New Club however a most enjoyable day was 

had by all in convivial company.  There was a good mix of Council & Club Members making 
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up both Glasgow GC Teams and everyone who participated had an excellent time. My thanks 

go to all members who put their names forward for the various games. We also had a one-off 

Team Match against Cambridge University recently at Gailes where we recorded a 4-1 

victory which was the only time this Touring Team were beaten since their Tour commenced. 

The undernoted photograph shows the Glasgow Golf Club Team of 16 at the Castle Course, 

St Andrews on Saturday 29 August. 

 

 

 

There are still a few good competitions to enter before the end of the season with the 

Challenge Dinner at Killermont, the Gailes Goblets, the Texas Scramble and the “end of 

season” shotgun events at both courses. Additionally, there are still several medals at both 

courses to get your handicap secured for another season or to reach the goal you set yourself 

at the beginning of the year.   

 

In 2016 we look forward to another Grand Match versus Western Gailes which will be held 

in April. 

 

My thanks go to Hamish Macfarlane and John Forgie and to all who have helped run the 

various club competitions and also our very popular open competitions. 

 

NEIL MACRAE 

 

I feel special mention should be made of our Club Champion this year.  Neil has had a 

splendid Season winning the Gailes Strokeplay Championship, the Ian Sloan Rose Bowl for 

the lowest qualifier at the Club Championship at Killermont and the Club Championship 

itself. Neil was also undefeated in the Donald Cameron League Team this year, a truly 

admirable record.  Well done Neil. 
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The undernoted photograph shows Neil with his Championship Trophy along with yours 

truly with the Senior‟s Championship. The Runners-Up were Jonathan King and Bryan 

Boucher-Myers respectively. Vice Captain Allan Brodie is flanked by the two Champions. 

 

 

MARKETING AND SPONSORSHIP 

 

More online advertising has been taken by the club in the shape of Online Herald Page 

Takeovers and Google ads. The last page Takeover created 255 new direct clicks on the 

Gailes Links website. 

Paper advertising continues with adverts being taken recently in Scottish Club Golfer for 

Gailes Links and in English Club Golfer for Gailes Golf Experience. 

On the day of Open Final Qualifying new Gailes Links leaflets were handed out to all 

spectators as they arrived and they were invited to leave their e-mail addresses to add to our 

data base. An encouraging response was received including e-mail replies from France, 

Sweden and the United States. 

With the arrival of better weather over the last couple of weeks, the drone flyover of Gailes 

Links has been completed and once edited it will be included in the website complete with 

voiceover. 
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JUNIOR ASSOCIATES 
  

The JJ McCarry team enjoyed a successful campaign winning their league with a total of 12 

points out of a possible 15. The Bishopbriggs trophy will be presented at the Donald 

Cameron League Dinner in February. It is hoped that some of the players will be able to 

attend. 

  

We entered a team for the Marley League this year and the participants thoroughly enjoyed 

the experience. This is a handicap event and allows boys of all ages and skill levels to 

compete and perhaps make new friends. 

  

JIM BANNERMAN SALVER 
 

The players enjoyed fine weather for this inaugural Seniors v Juniors Match for a salver 

kindly donated by the Bannerman Family. The Senior players just came out on top but the 

experience was particularly good for the Juniors. Grant Bannerman, along with the late Jim 

Bannerman‟s widow, Marjorie, made the presentation. 

  

As reported earlier congratulations go to Aran Sinclair and Kyle Reid for their performances 

in the Scottish Boys. Aran tied 11
th

 and Kyle won the under 16 section and also tied 14
th

 in 

the main competition. Kyle also made it to the quarter finals of the prestigious St Andrew 

Boys only losing out to the eventual winner. 

  

Council recently approved to increase the cap for Junior Associates from 60-70  

My congratulations go to William Prentice who recently won the Junior European Open at 

Sandyhills Golf Club and in doing so qualified for the Champions Week Finals in Spain in 

November.  William, very well done and good luck in Spain. 

 

 DONALD CAMERON LEAGUE- SENIOR TEAM 

  

The player‟s performances home and away, were terrific and we finished top of the league 

and will be collecting the Campsie Trophy at the Donald Cameron League Dinner. My thanks 

go to all who participated and again a special mention to Neil MacRae who won the DCL 

Division 2 Order of Merit. 

  

SENIORS’ MATCHES 

 

Hugh Elder has intimated his retirement from running the Seniors‟ Team Section after a 

period of some 10 years. My thanks go to Hugh who has worked so hard and carried out a 

splendid job in increasing our matches to the current 3 at home and 3 away. I am pleased to 

confirm that Past Captain Ian Strathdee has agreed to take over the administration from Hugh 

for the 2016 Season onwards. 
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MEMBERS’ BEHAVIOUR 

 

I would just like to remind all members that their behaviour on and off the golf course should 

be courteous and in keeping with the standards and traditions of Glasgow Golf Club. As 

members of the Golf Club we all have a duty to behave responsibly.  Any unacceptable 

behaviour will not be tolerated and could result in possible suspension and / or expulsion of 

the member(s) involved. 

 

FINALLY 

 

On a happier note, I do hope you all have enjoyed playing at either Killermont or Gailes 

Links or both and wish you all well for the remainder of the Season. This will be my final 

Newsletter during my term of office and I would just like to place on record my sincere 

thanks to all Council Members who have supported me in making some difficult decisions 

during the year. I would also like to thank the many members of staff both at Killermont and 

Gailes who have made my job easier. 

 

I know that our Club will be in good hands next year with our current Vice Captain (if 

elected!) in position.  Allan Brodie knows the game of golf inside out and I‟m sure that he 

will be a great leader.  My thanks go also to Allan for his support throughout my year. The 

new structure will take some time to settle down however I also have every confidence in 

Clive Miquel, our nomination as the first Chairman Elect of our new Council, who along with 

John Caven, our General Manager, will undoubtedly work well together and take our Club 

forward and deal positively with the many issues facing all Golf Clubs at the present time. 

 

 

 

 

DAVID J DONALDSON 

CAPTAIN 

   

1
st
 SEPTEMBER 2015              

 


